
Fatality #18 - June 23, 2003 
Machinery - Surface – Indiana 
Solar Sources, Inc. - Craney Mine 

COAL MINE FATALITY - On June 23, 2003, a 47-year old lead mechanic with 27 years of mining 
experience was fatally injured at a surface-mine repair yard while preparing to move a section of 
a shovel mainframe with a front-end loader. The metal mainframe section was to be used at 
another location to block-up another piece of equipment. After the front-end loader operator 
positioned the bucket over the shovel mainframe section, the victim reached under the bucket to 
attach a chain between the mainframe section and the bucket. During this process, the bucket 
drifted downward, pinning the victim's head between the mainframe section and the bucket.  

Best Practices 

• 	 Securely block raised equipment to prevent accidental movement before working

beneath such components.  


• 	 Ensure that personnel are trained to recognize hazardous work procedures, including 
working in pinch points where inadvertent movement could cause injury.  

• 	 Discuss work procedures and identify all hazards associated with the work to be 

performed, along with the methods to protect personnel.  


• 	 Maintain good communication between co-workers.  

This is the 18th fatal accident reported in calendar year 2003 in the coal mining industry. As of this 
date in 2002, there were 14 fatalities reported in the coal mining industry. This is the third fatal 
accident classified as machinery reported in the coal mining industry in 2003. At this time in 2002, 
there was one fatal accident classified as powered haulage in the coal mining industry. 


